From: Carolyn Blanchard

Sent: Friday, June 20, 2014 2:24 PM

To: LCTCS - Monty Sullivan; LSU System - King Alexander; Sandra Woodley; SU SYSTEM - RONALD
MASON

Cc: Uma Subramanian; Jeanne Burns; BRCC - Andrea Lewis Miller; brichardson@agctr.Isu.edu; Capital
Area TC - Kay McDaniel; Central LA TCC - Rodney Ellis; Delgado - Deborah Lea; fpitcher@sulc.edu;
jcrain@selu.edu; jhenderson@bpcc.edu; jmweiss@law.lsu.edu; LA Tech - Les Guice; LDCC - Barbara M.
Hanson; leodrey_williams@suagcenter.com; Ihholl@Isuhsc.edu; LSUA - Daniel Howard; LSUS - Paul
Sisson; Nicholls - Bruce Murphy; Northshore - William Wainwright; Northwest LA TC - Rick Bateman;
nrabalais@lumcon.edu; Pennington - William Cefalu; poguef@gram.edu; president@louisiana.edu;
pwilliams@mcneese.edu; rbaris@Isuhsc.edu; rbelton@susla.edu; RPCC - Dale Doty; SLCC - Natalie
Harder; South Central LA TC - Earl Meador; Sowela - Neil Aspinwall; SU BR - James Llorens;
twarner@nunez.edu; ULM - Nick Bruno; UNO - Peter Fos; vukpolo@suno.edu; webb@nsula.edu;
wnunez@lsue.edu

Subject: Statement Re: Common Core

Dear President Alexander, President Mason, President Sullivan and President Woodley:

In view of the recent events concerning Common Core and PARCC, our teacher preparation
programs have sought Dr. Jeanne Burns’ guidance on the issue. Without weighing in on the
merits of the different positions on Common Core and PARCC, we need to provide some
guidance to our institutions. We plan to send the following statement to the teacher
preparation deans/directors to provide such guidance.

“BESE is the state agency that approves teacher preparation programs for the purpose of
graduates becoming certified to teach in the state. Therefore, all Louisiana universities must
comply with BESE policy for their teacher preparation programs to be approved to prepare
new teachers to provide instruction in Louisiana. BESE Bulletin 996 — Standards for Approval of
Teacher and/or Educational Leader Preparation Programs clearly states the integration of the
Louisiana Content Standards is to be evidenced in the teacher education curricula of each
teacher education unit. BESE has adopted the Common Core State Standards as Louisiana’s
Content Standards. Thus, universities will continue to integrate the Louisiana Content
Standards into their curriculum. Failure to do so can result in universities losing BESE approval
of graduates becoming certified to teach in Louisiana.”

Please let me know if you have any questions or need further assistance.

Sincerely,

WX g,

W. Clinton Rasberry, Jr.
Chair, Board of Regents

C: Campus presidents and chancellors



